
APPENDIX 1 - Minutes and associated appendices: 11th March Shadow Planning Committee  
 

 

Post Council Report 
Wednesday, 1st April 2015 

 

 

Council 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the District Council of 3rd March and the Annual 
Meeting of the District Council of 24th March agreed. 

 

 

Shadow Planning Committee 
 

At the request of Councillor Mullan, the Council agreed that the minute under the 
heading “Listing and De-Listing of Buildings” be referred to the Planning Committee for 

further consideration. 
 

The Council agreed also that representatives of the Northern Ireland Environment 
Agency and the Danske Bank be invited to attend a future meeting in order to discuss 
issues around the proposed listing of the Bank’s corporate headquarters in Donegall 

Square West. 
 

Minutes of meeting of 11th March agreed, subject to the foregoing omission. 

 

 
 

 
Agenda Item 6 

Shadow Planning Committee 
Wednesday, 11th March, 2015 

 
Meeting of Shadow Planning Committee 

 
Members present:  Councillor Mullan (Chair); 

Councillors Bunting, Campbell, 
Garrett, Haire, Heading, Johnston, 
McDonough-Brown, McGimpsey, 
Ó Donnghaile, L. Patterson and Sandford. 

 
Also attended:  Councillor J. Rodgers. 

 
In attendance:  Mr. J. McGrillen, Director of Development, 

Mr. C. McIlwaine, Divisional Planning Manager; 
Ms. K. Mills, Senior Planning Officer; 
Ms. N. Largey, Council Solicitor; 
Mr. K. Sutherland, Urban Development Manager; and 
Mr. B. Flynn, Democratic Services Officer. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
Apologies 

 
Apologies were reported on behalf of Councillors Armitage, Bradshaw, Carson, 

Corr, Hargey, Hutchinson, McCoubrey and R. Patterson. 
 

Minutes 
 

The minutes of the meeting of 19th February were taken as read and signed as 
correct. It was reported that those minutes had been adopted by the Shadow Council at 
its meeting on 3rd March. 

 
Declarations of Interest 

 
No declarations of interest were reported. 

 
Listing and De-Listing of Buildings 

 
The Committee was advised that correspondence had been received from the 

Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) seeking the Council’s views in respect of 
proposals which had been formulated for the listing and de-listing of a number of 
buildings in Belfast. The Committee agreed with the Agency’s proposals to list the 
following buildings: 

• The Synagogue, Somerton Road 
• Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children 
• Microbiology Building, Grosvenor Road 
• External Waiting Hall - Royal Victoria Hospital 
• Direct Wine Shipments, Corporation Square 
• Congregational Church, 101-103 Donegall Street 
• 1 Victoria Square 
• 4, 5 and 6 Murray Street 
• Central Hall, Rosemary Street 
• 1-5 Castle Lane and 23-29 Cornmarket 
• 13-17 Grosvenor Road 
• War Memorial Building, 9 Waring Street 
• McCracken’s Bar, Joy’s Entry 
• Belfast Telegraph Offices, 124-144 Royal Avenue 
 

Dankse Bank – Donegall Square West 
 

The Committee was advised that a letter had been received from 
representatives of Danske Bank requesting that that it would agree not to support a 
proposal to list the bank’s corporate headquarters in Donegall Square West. The letter 
had indicated that the building acted as the bank’s regional operations centre for the 
island of Ireland and added that the listing of the building could impose unnecessary 
constraints on the ability of the bank to upgrade or re-develop its headquarters. 

 
The Committee noted the information which had been received but agreed that it 

was minded, given its unique architecture and style, to support the proposal to list the 
building. 

 

 
 

 
  



Shadow Planning Committee 11th March 2015: Appended Information  

 
 

  



 

 
 
  



 

 
 

  



 

 
 

  



 

 
  



 

 
 
  



 

 
 
  



 

 
 
  



 

 
 
  



 

 
 
  



 

 
 





 
 
From: Tony Quinn  
Sent: 11 March 2015 15:32 
To: Barry Flynn 
Cc: Keith Sutherland 
Subject: RE: Proposed Listing of Danske Bank, 12-15 Donegall Sq West 
 
Hello Barry 
 
Reference Keith’s email below and on behalf of Danske Bank I would be grateful if 
you could bring the following matters to the attention of the Town Planning 
Committee in respect of the proposed listing of Danske Bank at 12-15 Donegall 
Square West. 
 
The bank received notification of advance listing on the 26th February 2015 and was 
told that the consultation period ended on the 3rd April 2015. 
 
The main grounds of objection to the proposed listing are as follows: 
 
 
1.0   The HBC Consultation Report HB 26/50/202 outlining the special architectural 
grounds for listing makes no reference to the significant alterations to this 
building in recent times. Indeed, under the alterations section of the report, they 
are recorded as “None”. On the contrary, it has been significantly altered in 
recent times by the addition of a sixth floor (App. Ref. : Z/2008/0779/F) and by 
the infilling of the central lightwell (App. Ref.:Z/2008/0355/F). These significant 
alterations to the building, together with other recent modifications to its 
appearance, would tend to undermine the special architectural merits for its 
proposed listing. 
 
2.0 The construction of the building dates from the 1970s and, save for its 
longstanding function as a financial HQ, there is little history associated with it 
to warrant listing. 
 
3.0 As demonstrated by its sympathetic alterations to date Dankse bank considers 
that its location within a Conservation Area and within the setting of a listed 
building (Scottish Provident Building) are sufficient safeguards against 
unsympathetic modifications to the building. Indeed, one only has to observe the 
harmonious appendage of the new sixth floor to appreciate that the bank is careful 
to respect its built heritage obligations in a Conservation Area. 
 
4.0 Danske is one of the largest employers in the City Centre. This property is the 
centre of its regional operations in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 
Bearing in mind the increasing drift of banks from the High Streets in the wake of 
online banking, it would seem entirely reasonable not to impose any unnecessary 
constraints on their City Centre operations. This is especially justified on the 
basis of Danske’s proven track record of sensitively maintaining and upgrading this 
building in the absence of it being listed. 
 
Having regard to the foregoing the Council is respectfully requested to ask the 
NIEA to reappraise their proposed listing of this particular building – one whose 
architectural and historic attributes are highly questionable. 
 
I would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of this email. 
 



Many thanks 
 
Tony Quinn 
 
Dr Tony Quinn 
Principal 
Braniff Associates 
Chartered Planning Consultants 
5 Windsor Avenue North 
Malone Road 
Belfast BT96EL 
 
 




